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Responsibility for admissions 

mailto:schooladmissions@cornwall.gov.uk
http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/admissions


into school at the normal point of entry (starting in the reception year, transferring from infant to junior 
school or transferring from primary to secondary school) will be handled by the SEN Assessment and 
Provision Team.  



Admission of children outside their normal age group 

Parents may seek a place for their child outside of their normal age group, for example if the child is 
gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health. Those wishing to request placement 
outside the normal age group should contact the Headteacher. Such requests will be considered on a 
case by case basis and in the best interests of the child concerned. Guidance can also be found at 
www.cornwall.gov.uk/admissions or on request from the School Admissions Team. Guidance can also be 
found at www.cornwall.gov.uk/admissions or on request from the School Admissions Team.  Parents 
who are refused a place at a school for which they have applied have the right of appeal to an 
independent admission appeal panel.  However, they do not have a right of appeal if they have been 
offered a place and it is not in the year group they would like. 

Appeals 

Applicants refused a place at the school have the right of appeal. Appeals are heard by an independent 
appeals panel arranged by the Local Authority on behalf of the Governing Body. Further details and a 
timeline can be found in the Local Authority’s Co-ordinated Admissions Scheme. Applicants can only 
appeal again for a place in the same school within the same academic year if the admission authority for 
that school has accepted a further application because there has been a significant and material change 
in the circumstances of the parent or carer, child or school (e.g. a change of address into a school’s 
designated area), but has determined that the new application must also be refused. 

Waiting lists 

If the school is oversubscribed, a waiting list will be held from when allocations have been made for the 
whole of the academic year and parents/carers can request that their child is added to this list if they are 
refused a place. The waiting list will be based on the school’s oversubscription criteria and a child’s place 
on a waiting list is subject to change according to additional information received about applications or 
children being added to the list – so their place on the list might move up or down.  No priority is given 
to the length of time that a child has been on the list.  Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan 
and children in care or children that were previously in care will take precedence over those on the 
waiting list.  Children admitted under the Fair Access Protocol will also be given priority over children on 



4.  Children with siblings who will still be attending the school at the time of their admission.  

5.  All other children. 

Notes and definitions  

Children in care and children who were previously in care  

A ‘child in care’ may also referred to as a ‘looked after child’ and is a child who is (a) in the care of a local 
authority, (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social 
services functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989). 

A ‘Child Arrangement Order’ is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with 
whom the child is to live under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989. Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 
defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s 
special guardian (or special guardians). 

A child is regarded as having been in state care outside of England if they were in the care of or were 
accommodated by a public authority, a religious organisation, or any other provider of care whose sole 
or main purpose is to benefit society (see Section 23ZZA(8) of the Children Act 1989 (inserted by Section 
4 of the Children and Social Work Act 2017)).  

Designated areas 




